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DEAR RESIDENTS:

As we’ve reached the midpoint 
of this unusual school year, I am 
pleased to share that we have a 
lot to celebrate in Worthington 
Schools. I want to thank our 
community, staff, and families for 
their resilience as we all navigate 
learning during a pandemic. It 
hasn’t been easy, but I appreciate 
all the support our community has 

provided to our students. With our staff now receiving the vaccine,  
we are starting to see a path back to normalcy. On March 22, the  
district will transition from the hybrid learning plan to “all in” five days  
a week with proper safety measures in place. 

We are also seeing Phase 1 of the Master Facilities Plan come to life.  
The new classroom spaces at Perry and Worthingway Middle Schools are 
now open to students and staff. Construction continues at both McCord and 
Kilbourne Middle Schools. By the start of the 2021-22 school year, we will 
have completed our building project thanks to the generous support of our 
community with the 2018 bond issue. The upgraded middle schools will 
provide much needed space for our growing enrollment. The Plan is on track  
to be completed on time with adjustments to the budget to accommodate  
new enrollment projections and the increasing costs of construction. 
Fortunately, we had a contingency plan in place for such a situation and we  
are able to cover the extra costs without dipping into the operating budget.

We are also balancing enrollment between our two  
high schools so that the district can utilize the existing 
space in an effective way, and so that all Worthington 
students are provided with equitable opportunities at 
both schools.

To learn more about our plans, I encourage you to 
view the Virtual State of the Schools online. It’s our 
opportunity to celebrate students and staff and share 
our current challenges and goals for the future. 

It’s an exciting time to be a part of the Worthington 
community! We look forward to partnering with you  
as we continue to Empower a Community of Learners 
Who Will Change the World.

Sincerely,



As we move forward with Phase 1 of the Master Facilities Plan, 
exciting changes are on the horizon for Worthington middle 
school students. The project is running efficiently and according 
to schedule, with the goal of having renovations on all middle 
schools completed for the 2021-2022 school year.

Students are beginning to reap the benefits of the new learning 
environments. Phoenix Middle School, Rockbridge Academy, and 
Worthington Academy are learning in the newly renovated one- 
and two-story additions of Perry Middle School. February 8,  

students moved into the 
completed two-story 
addition to Worthingway 
Middle School. This spring 
and summer, construction 
on McCord Middle School 
and Kilbourne Middle 
School will take place.  

We understand that these 
changes are multi-faceted. 
In addition to the building 
renovations, we are 
transitioning our middle 
school students to a new 
model of middle school. 
We are integrating sixth-
grade students into the 

District Readies for Big Changes
middle schools and as we 
assist eighth-grade students 
in middle school scheduling 
for next year, we do so with 
the knowledge that many 
of these students will be 
attending new schools. 

Administration, staff, and 
teachers are gearing up for 
the 2021-2022 school year. 
Middle school teachers 
have their assignments for next year. Building principals have 
made videos for incoming middle school students, with easing 
students into this new model of middle school top of mind. 

These transitions have come with some obstacles, but we are 
tackling each challenge head-on. For instance, additional bus 
stops were announced for next school year as we address 
transportation for current Wilson Hill students crossing High 
Street to attend Worthingway. We will continue to assess the 
situation as a whole and will address any additional needs.

We are ready for this change. We have worked hard to design a 
plan that is both best for the community and realistic in execution. 
The future is bright for Worthington middle school students and 
Worthington City Schools.

Phase 1 of our Master Facilities Plan Remains on Schedule

Phoenix Middle School, Rockbridge Academy, and Worthington Academy are learning 
in the newly renovated one- and two-story additions of Perry Middle School.

An outside view of Perry/Phoenix Middle School as workers complete window 
installation on the new addition.

Walls for McCord Middle School and Kilbourne Middle School will be going up spring 
and summer 2021. 

While the staff continues to move into the new Worthingway Media Center, the space 
is already being utilized by students.



Task Force Members
Jason Aagenas, Phoenix PTSA

Tasha Addy, Worthington PTA Council

Angie Adrean, Worthington Schools 
Assistant Superintendent

Angela Althoff, Applicant

Kevin Ault, Evening Street PTA

Ayanna Backs, Worthington Estates PTA

Randy Banks, Worthington Schools 
Assistant Superintendent

Monica Baughman, Worthington Libraries

Amy Beckstedt, Worthington Education 
Association & Thomas Worthington HS

Trent Bowers, Worthington Schools 
Superintendent

Abigail Brown, Sutter Park PTA

Dennis Bryant, Thomas Worthington High 
School

Tammy Bryant, Worthington Youth 
Boosters

Jennifer Button, Worthington Community 
Center

Alisha Colyer, McCord PTA

TJ Cusick, Worthington Schools Treasurer

Ryan Dalcolma, Worthington Education 
Support Professionals

Kelli Davis, Applicant

Jeff Eble, Worthington Schools Director 
Business Services

Michele Elliott, Perry Township

Pamela Fair, Worthington Alliance For 
Responsible Development

Jenny Fuerst, Worthington Key 
Communicators

Andrea Flavigny, Worthington Special 
Education Department

Tim Gehring, Worthington Schools 
Facilities Department

Vicki Gnezda, Worthington Schools 
Communications

Christopher Goldthorpe, Rotary

Matt Greeson, City of Worthington

Phil Hein, Swim Inc.

Kara Johansen, Worthington Education 
Association

Wallace Johns, Kilbourne Middle School 
PTSA

Marisa Johnson, Kilbourne Middle School

Pat Kelso, Worthington Education 
Foundation

Tricia Lauducci, Wilson Hill PTO

Nick Linkenhoker, Worthington Food 
Pantry

Peter Macrae, Building Worthington's 
Future

Tori McCloud, Minority Educators of 
Worthington

Jim McElligott, Circle Of Grandparents

Troy Meikle, Applicant

Tiena Miller, Worthington Alliance of 
Black Families & Educators

Tom O'Leary, Treasurer Advisory 
Committee

Lindsey Palmer, Worthington Hills PTA

Tracy Plummer, Worthington Kilbourne 
High School

Kate Quinn, Brookside PTA

Lindsay Roop, Colonial Hills PTA

Jeff Rutter, Worthington Park PTA

Brett Shaffer, Worthington Education 
Association

Aaron Shearer, Supporting Worthington's 
Enrichment Programs & Parents

Kim Stamolis, Applicant

Aaron Taylor, Bluffsview PTA

Jeff Todd, Worthington Kilbourne Athletic 
Director 

Dave Traube, Granby PTA

Rusty Waring, Worthington Educational 
Support Professionals

Scott Weaston, Applicant

Carly West, Liberty PTA

Chris Zircher, Slate Hill PTA

Kim Zupfer, Worthingway PTA

Community Leads Conversation on Phase 2 of Master Plan
In late January, a new community-led Task Force came together to begin the work of making recommendations to the Board of Education 
regarding the Phase 2 of the Master Facilities Plan. The original plan, created back in 2017, recommended that the district consider 
renovating Thomas Worthington High School and make select updates to Worthington Kilbourne High Schools, as well as upgrades to some 
of our elementary schools. The Task Force will review the existing plan and make changes based on today’s realities, if necessary. We will also 
host a series of community meetings to gather input from you. The Board of Education will then decide on how to proceed with a possible 
bond issue in November of 2022. 



Worthington Hills wellness teacher Rob Smith works with a student during their recent 
skateboarding unit which teaches balance, courage, body control, focus and much more!

W O R T H I N G T O N  
C I T Y  S C H O O L S
200 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.  
Worthington, OH 43085

Despite the challenges presented 
by the global pandemic, we 
continue to work to make fiscally 
responsible decisions and choices.

As our district budget planning 
progresses, we are taking the 
recent state budget proposal 
released by the Governor into 
consideration. The proposal 
restores state foundation funding 
to pre-pandemic levels and 

expands student wellness and success funds targeted toward meeting 
the physical, social, emotional, and intellectual aspects of the whole 
child. Federal COVID relief funds covered a majority of our increased 
technology and maintenance needs during our hybrid and remote 
modes of learning, and we are actively planning on how to best utilize 
the remaining relief funds as we bring students back full time.

In comparison to our revenue outlook in October, this is positive 
news. That said, this update does not change the trajectory of 
our financial path in a meaningful way. Long term projections of 
state funding are mostly flat, while expenses for our district are 
growing modestly. This increases the need for local tax dollars. We 
will continue to communicate with the community as the budget 
progresses.

This spring we will be saying goodbye to one of our Treasurer 
Advisory Committee (TAC) members. For many years, Abe 
Ottolenghi has served our district as a school board member, as 
a long standing member of TAC, and as an advocate in general 
for education in our community. We are saddened to lose his 
wealth of historical knowledge, but are thankful for his years of 
service and excited for him to spend more time with family and 
friends. We are also excited to expand our TAC membership 
through the addition of four community members with various 
financial backgrounds to continue to assist in making informed, 
community-led decisions.

We still remain in a time of great financial uncertainty. Our pledge 
to you is that we will continue to share information as more is 
known, especially as the state legislature debates the biennial 
budget into the summer. Thank you for being an important 
partner and your ongoing support of Worthington Schools.

@WorthingtonSchools
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Financial Update from  
the Treasurer
TJ CUSICK  • CFO


